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A Handful of Bliss

IX)VF—SEAZEESF 2 FRET TXIVF - EF
ELERF2 2[E1%  Ju Yoon Hnin Bo

Looking back two years ago, I was just a normal fresh
graduate, eagerly waiting for the MEXT scholarship
results, imagining of fulfilling my study abroad dream in
Japan. I still can clearly recall my answer to the examiner
question of what was my plan after the scholarship period,
in the final scholarship interview. I confidently replied I
would like to join the ministry of electricity and energy in
Myanmar, and would like to work on several projects that

would establish a more reliable and sustainable energy

system”. [ was genuinely so excited and enthusiastic to
become a person somewhat involved in the progression of
our country’s energy sector development. And I believe my
enthusiasm is what made me achieve this extreme
competitive scholarship. Ever since then, I always dream
of going back one day after becoming a competent
participant from studying abroad, to join Myanmar'’s
energy system evolution.

Sadly, it has been exactly nine months that all my dream

collapsed. It would be more likely to say that all of
43 Ay

Myanmar citizens” dreams collapsed. As a person who ~
Global Myanmar Spring Revolution in Kobe

grew up through years of dictatorship, I could totally
imagine what our future would become like if the same history repeats. Since February 1* coup, we
unitedly showed our how much we are eager to obtain our democracy back, but instead, we lost many
more. The juntas detained many of our peaceful protestors, killed hundreds on spots. We have been
traumatized by several news about how military terrorists trespassing homes at midnights, abducting
people, notifying death just the following day and returned bodies with chests opened. They have been
burning the whole villages down here and there, they tortured defenseless civilians and numbers of war
refugee have been increasing day by day. What made us more heartbreaking is that the juntas used
Covid-19 outspread as their weapons, refusing to carry out proper controls, blocking all the medical aid
markets, abandoning patients to give proper treatments. These are just only the headlines and it would
be infinitude to point out juntas’ cruelties and inhumanities. It becomes so depressing for us that despite
how desperate we want peace and freedom back, we still can’'t escape from these torments after nine
months.

At first, I felt tremendously terrible to be here in a magnificent country, escaping from this horrific

situation. Without knowing when will the last call, I could only remind my family to take care every

—



single second. For a time being, the guilt inside made me completely neglect how I should be beholden
to where I am here today. I have to keep reminding myself how grateful I should be, to be here, being
awarded monthly scholarship stipends, being enrolled in one of the best universities, being together
with incredible and considerate lab members and most importantly, having guaranteed safety and
freedom. Sincerely, I really am blessed to be here in Japan at the moment. There offers full respect to
my freedom of speech that I could openly describe my stance. I have scholarship income that I could
proudly become a part in our revolution through donations. And moreover, I could pursue my studies
without needing to worry about a single thing. My family always say how they feel blissful and assured
for me and I should be pleased by this small joy that I could contribute in their daily lives. Further on, I
will try to embrace these blessings more and more while continuing my utmost support to our

revolutionaries. I profoundly hope our efforts and faith will definitely brings us freedom and peace to

my country again, one day, in the near future.
FYT : As of October 7, 1,157 civilians have been killed, 8,790 arrested, 7,119 still detained and 1,989

are currently under issued warrant.
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