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Didier Normand was born in Lyon, France, in 1950. He got a diploma of
Physics Engineer specialized in optics in 1974, and obtained a PhD in Physics in
1982 at the French Atomic Energy commission (CEA Saclay). He spent a
sabbatical year at Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory (USA), with a Nobel Prize
winner, Prof. Yuan.T. Lee, working on “Photodetachment of negative molecular

jons.” He is a world wide expert in the domain of laser-matter interactions under

strong field conditions. His laboratory achieved several breakthroughs in various
topics such as “above threshold ionization of Atoms”, “high order laser harmonic
generation”, “Coulomb explosion of molecules and clusters”, and ”“laser plasma physics in the relativistic
domain”. Since 1998, he is the head of the Photon, Atom and Molecule Department at CEA Saclay, with
a staff of 60 permanent people, 20 Ph.D. students and 10 postdocs.

”I never had the opportunity to visit Japan, but it is a country that fascinates me since a long time
ago. | read many books and saw many films about Japan, but I was told that a new visitor is always very
much surprised by the complex and charming mixture of modernity and traditions that Japan offers. As an

art teacher, my wife is also very excited to discover the richness and the beauty of Japanese art,

especially in a wonderful imperial city like Kyoto”.
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