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Adam Baszkin

Adam BASZKIN received his M.Sc. degree from Warsaw Technica
University, Poland (1957) and the Ph.D. in 1973 from the University of Paris,
Sorbonne, France. He joined the Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique in 1969 and had made his entire career working his way up
through the ranks until he received the Director of Research (Full Research
Professorship) position at the Faculty of Pharmacy, University Paris-Sud. As
the head of the Physicochemistry of Surfaces Laboratory he developed his
research in the field of surface and polymer physical chemistry. His main
research interests are focused on bicinterfacial phenomena in relation to
molecular organization and recognition. They include studies of self-assembling systems of low and high
molecular weight amphiphilic compounds (proteins, enzymes, polysaccharides) as well as drug-lipid and drug-
polymer associations.

Dr. Baszkin is the author of over 130 scientific publications; in 2000 he edited Physical Chemistry of
Biological Interfaces a reference book that introduces the most important fundamental concepts of
physicochemical interface science in relation to biological systems. He is a member of the American Chemical
Society and the International Association of Colloid and Interface Scientists. He contributed, as an invited
speaker, to agreat number of internationa scientific congressesin Europe, USA, China, Japan, Brazil and Isragl.
In 2001 he was a Visiting Professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (for 4 months) and since September
2001 he is Emeritus CNRS Research Director at University Paris-Sud

Thanksto the invitation of Prof. Susumu Y oshikawa from the Ingtitute of Advanced Energy who heads the
Laboratory of Molecular Assembly Design Dr. Baszkin is honored to be presently a Visiting Professor at Kyoto
University (for 4 months)

Thisis my fifth visit to your country and | must say that | consider being extremely lucky. | could benefit
of extended scientific contacts that my laboratory have had and continue to have with Japanese science to come
here regularly since 1988. Kyoto and University of Kyoto has a specia place in my heart. In French we call it a
coup de foudre and this sentimental feeling towards the beauty of your ancient capital follows me wherever | go.
What you feel in Kyoto is about the same that you feel when you live in Paris. You just feel that you as a human
being you are a part of the millennium history of mankind surrounded by its refined cultural heritage.

| like working with Japanese scientists. | found them unpretentious, methodical and daring. This

permanent will to confront with a scientific problem to accept a challenge to win it makes working with my
Japanese colleagues really stimulating. | like coming here also because | am fascinated by Japan’s tradition and
beauty, which lives side by side with the country’s modern technology. It has been said that Japanese people are
cool when speaking to the foreigners, but | can say that thisis not true. They are may be alittle shy and not used
to converse with outsiders, but once you get know them better, they are cheerful and friendship is very
possible

Of course, | cannot end these few remarks concerning my Japanese experience without speaking about
food and Japanese cuisine. When | first came to Japan | wasn't used to your food and the large variety of raw
ingredients that you eat didn't satisfy my appetite. However, | gradually became to like this and now | find the
food healthy and delicious. French cuisine is rapidly expanding in Japan and the combination of both styles of
cooking provides an extremely palatable cuisine, which would satisfy the most refined gourmets
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