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Sannakaisa Virtanen studied Materials Science & Engineering at the Helsinki
University of Technology in Finland. After receiving her Master of Science degree
she moved to Switzerland, where she carried out her Ph.D. Thesis research at the
Department of Materials of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) Zurich.
She was then employed as a Research Assistant and Senior Research Assistant at
the Department of Materials of the ETH-Zurich. After a one-year research stay at
the Brookhaven National Laboratory, NY, USA (1994-1995), and a 6-month stay as
invited Visiting Scientist at the McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada (1996), she

returned to her position at ETHZ.

In 1997 she was elected Assistant Professor for Metallic High-Performance Materials at the Department
of Materials at ETH-Zurich. In 2003 she joined the Faculty of Engineering of the University of
Erlangen-Nuremberg in Germany as professor for Corrosion and Surface Science at the Department of
Materials Science. In 2006 she was a visiting professor at the Biomedicum Helsinki (University of
Helsinki), Finland.

Dr. Virtanen is interested in various research fields in electrochemistry, surface science, and corrosion
science. A general aim of her work is to elucidate mechanisms of electrochemical surface reactions. For
this, sophisticated experimental techniques are being employed, such as electrochemical methods enabling
the study of surface reactions with a high size- and time-resolution, or analytical techniques for in situ
studies of electrochemical interfaces (e.g., synchrotron-assisted X-ray absorption spectroscopy). In the last
years, one focus of her research activities has been on metallic biomaterials used in biomedical applications
(such as hip implants, stents, dental implants).

Dr. Virtanen is author of over 130 peer-reviewed publications. She is an active member of the
Electrochemical Society (USA), where she has served in different committees and organized many symposia

for the Society Meetings. She served many years as a member of the Swiss Federal Nuclear Safety Council.

“I have visited Japan only twice previously. The second time was in October 2006, as the 2nd
Kyoto-Erlangen Symposium on Advanced Materials and Energy was held here at the Uji campus. It is a
great opportunity to be able to stay for 3 months here this time, as the existing established collaboration
between our institutes can be strengthened but also new research contacts can be established. Moreover, it
will give me an opportunity to learn to know Japan not only from a “tourist’s view”. I have been extremely
impressed by the friendliness and helping attitude of Japanese people. Kyoto is a wonderful place to learn
to know Japanese culture, with its many beautiful and interesting historical places to explore. I am also

looking forward to spring time, to experience the Sakura blossom.”
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IRV FE—BTERCEEL TR AN EbH 0., ERERELRVENN S LEB->TED
FIOT, BHHOTIHRETHHE L BHVBL LT,

IXIVF—FIRBREMERF S FESHRAHARI T
EFEEEMER  Warunee (Klinklai) Ariyawiriyanan

Warunee Ariyawiriyanan obtained her Master degree in Polymer Science in 1998
at The Petroleum and Petrochemical College, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.
Since 1998 to present, she is working as a lecturer at Faculty of Engineering,
Rajamangala University of Technology Thanyaburi (RMUTT) where she received a
Bachelor degree. In 2000, she participated in a High Performance Polymer Training
at Osaka, Japan under The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

Scholarship for 4 months. In 2000-2003, she received a Japanese Government
Scholarship and The Association for Overseas Technical Scholarship (AOTS) to pursue her doctoral degree
at Nagaoka University of Technology, Japan. Her thesis work for which she received her PhD in Materials
Science and Engineering was on the study of “polymer electrolyte prepared from highly purified natural
rubber”, which was awarded as the Excellent Dissertation from National Research Council of Thailand in
2007.

In 2006, she was appointed to Assistant Professor at RMUTT. Her interest after graduation is on
chemical modification of natural rubber and characterization of rubber and polymer. After a postdoctoral
fellowship with Prof. Hiroyuki Hamada at Kyoto Institute of Technology, Japan in 2006, she expanded her

research interest to include polymer properties, recycling and biodegradable polymer. Then since October,
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2007 she is working as a Post doctor research fellow with Prof. Susumu Yoshikawa at Institute of
Advanced Energy, Kyoto University, who she always very thankful. Her current research is mainly on
synthesis of novel organic functional group of C60 as for electron acceptor in photovoltaic devices.

It was my great opportunity to do research work with Prof. Yoshikawa, even only in 5 months. Although
my work in mainly on organic synthesis, Prof. Yoshikawa provided several opportunities to improve my
capability in this research area, for example, doing an experiment closely with Prof. Yoshiaki Kobuke, a
visiting professor in his group. He always friendly gave me suggestions whenever I had problems. This is
a valuable experience for me. Having experience cannot make one lose, it can only make one more
knowledgeable.

“I have been in Japan for some years and life is much easier for me. Somehow, I often wonder, Japan
has become my home. Anyway, I enjoyed my living because I feel safe and comfortable in here. I like
people, culture, environment, food and hot spring. The Japanese people are very polite, giving their best
respect to other people. This is what I really admire, especially the culture to give respect to those who
are older and higher position. When I walk in the road, person who drives car gives very good respect to
the people who are just walking or riding bicycle. On the whole, society is peaceful and respectful. If they
do disagree, people try to express their ideas in ways other than saying ‘No’, which smoothes over
differences and makes life more harmonious. Japanese people work hard, efficiency, responsibility,
seriousness, professionalism and are loyal to their organizations. Although they take work seriously, life is
not all work. They put their time into a multitude of festivals and public holidays with their family. When
we visit someone, we often give some gifts as token of affection. When we are on a trip, we bring back
some souvenirs for our friends. Also, wrapping is one of the important elements for the Japanese taste. I
like a wrapping style for all souvenirs from Japan. My life in Japan left me with many happy memories
and a much better idea of Japanese life, culture, the way of thinking, technology that I can bring to my

home country”.
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