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  I received my PhD in the fi eld of surface and colloid chemistry in 1999 at the Depart-
ment of Chemistry, University of Bergen, Norway. The topic of this research was synthesis 
and characterisation of mesoporous powders. After that, I spent two years as Senior Re-
search Associate at the Department of Chemistry, Durham University, UK. There my work 

focused on plasmachemical functionalisation of porous polymer particles. In 2002 I started as a Research Scientist 
at Ugelstad Laboratory, Department of Chemical Engineering, Norwegian University of Science and Technology. 
Later on, I was appointed Associated Professor and recently Professor within surface and colloid chemistry at this 
Department. Currently, my main research interests are focused on fundamental understanding of the behaviour and 
interactions between solids, oil and gas bubbles dispersed in water. This includes studies of interaction forces, 
characterisation of particles at liquid-liquid and liquid-gas interfaces and separation behaviour of complex gas, 
solid and oil systems. Basic knowledge about such systems is important for improving and developing new treat-
ment methods for water produced in various industrial processes. In addition, I continue the work within synthesis 
and functionalisation of porous materials, now also including monolithic materials. 
  My fi rst visit to Japan was when I attended the KIFEE Workshop on Environment, Energy and Materials in 
2006. At this meeting I was fortunate to meet with Professors Y. Ogata and T. Sakka. We continued the contact af-
ter the workshop, and also received a small collaboration grant from the Research Council of Norway. This made 
it possible for a MS student to stay 8 weeks in their group, studying particles at the water-air interface. It also gave 
the possibility for my second visit to Japan. This time, I am honoured to join the institute of advanced energy re-
search for 3 months, by the kind invitation of Professors Y. Ogata and T. Sakka. We will continue our research on 
fundamental understanding of the behaviour of particles at liquid-air and liquid-liquid interfaces. Before starting 
the assignment, I also had the opportunity to visit other parts of Japan on a vacation. This was a truly magnifi cent 
experience, with lots of happy memories. Finally, I hope our collaboration will continue to be fruitful in science as 
well as in friendship
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